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Under 9 - 96 Gold

Back Row (Left to right): Manager Jackie Messina, Head Coach Paul Sparkes, Assistant Coach Owen Klink 
Middle Row : Jakob Lucier, Alex Janophski, Andrew Messina, Anthony Bontorin, Mike Long, 

Thomas Virban, Daniel Klink, Paulo Liburdi, Anthony Pollock 
Front Row: Trevor Brisson, Austin Peddle, Bryce Phillips,Tyler Cherubin, Jack D'angnolo, Bailey Frisby-Barrow 
Missing: Franco Larosa 

Coach’s Comments
Another season has come and gone, and as a coach this year I have asked myself many times, how
I got so lucky f or the second year in a row. Last year I did not think I would ev er have a bunch of
children, with so much passion, heart, good attitude, and good behavior as last seasons team, but
this new group of 9 year olds, equaled it wi thout a doubt.

The season started off very hard for these players, as it is their first competi tive experience to 
soccer, and we were playing in a very tough Under 11 Select division in the Great Lakes Youth 
Soccer League in Michigan. The boys we played against were stronger, bigger, and just out muscled
us. Skill wise we were head and shoulders better, but str ength killed us.  Everyone involved in our
team, and the opposing teams seen the improvement in our game. The spring season finished on a
high note, and was a perfect way to end the spring portion. W e won 1-0 against Livonia in our last
game.  It w as the first win f or us against American teams.  It w as a huge confidence booster for us
going into the Canton Cup.

We played in three tournaments this season, and we had a great showing in all three. Canton was
first up, and we played in the top Under 10 Division. We competed with all three teams we played
against. We failed to advance to the semi's, but we could hold our heads up high. Springfield Ohio
was up next in the middle of the summer. The boys showed up ready to play this weekend. They
wanted a trophy to show for all their hard work. They dominated this tournament, f rom the first
whistle to the last.  W e won the preliminary games with a combined score of 24-1, which advanced
us to the final. We played a good strong team from Ohio in the final, and managed to win the cup
3-1, and the boys had won the first ev er competitive soccer trophy!
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Labour day weekend is time for the Henderson Tournament, which everyone involved in soccer knows how tough a
tournament this is. This gr oup of boys made us very proud. They dominated all three games, and were by far one of
the best teams in the tournament at our age gr oup. We lost one game out of thr ee and failed to make the semi-finals
by goal difference. The compliments we got f rom parents, coaches and opposing teams, were amazing.

Now it was time for the f all season in Michigan, and we were playing in the U11 Division again, but we wer e ready to
compete at a higher level than in the Spring as we had the experience needed now. We dominated this league. We
have two games left, and we ar e in the running f or another tr ophy.  We are undefeated at 6 wins and 2 ties, only 
allowing 4 goals against so far.

I would l ike to acknowledge a few people for there work and great play this past season.

Anthony Pollock : We struggled to find a goal k eeper this season, however Anthony stepped up to the plate ev ery time
he was asked to, and stood on his head at times, to k eep us in games. He did us proud and was a pleasure to coach!

Thomas Verban : This boy is an unbelievable talent. His composure and speed is second to none.  He made many game
saving tackles and anchored our defense all season. He has a huge future in the game of soccer.

Bryce Phillips : This young boy has the skill and heart that ev ery team needs.  He scored some huge goals for our team
this season. He also a player you can play in any position and you know he wi ll do a great job.

Jack D'agnolo, Trevor Brison : These two players have to go together. They are two of a kind. Ther e hair flapping in the
wind. Their dazzling moves they would pull off in a game would put people in a we. They were so fun to watch together,
and did some amazing things with the bal l at their f eet! Just like everyone else they were a pleasure to have around
this season!

Lastly I would l ike to thank a f ew people who have helped me make this season a very enjoyable one.

Frank Drkulec :  Frank supported me in everyway possible this past season. He worked with me as the "B" team coach
and developed some players who deserve to be moved up to the "A" team. I could not of ask ed for a better partner and
the boys could not of asked for a better coach.  The way he improved every single player on that team w as great to
watch through out the season. Well-done Frank.

Owen Klink, Jackie Messina : These two people made my job so easy.  Owen as my assistant coach was always there
when I needed him, and helped these boys a great deal.  It would not of been as good of a y ear without your help, so
Thank You Owen.  Jackie was our team manager, and if I could tel l you what a great job she did in this pr ogram, it
would take ten pages at least.  She does all the thankless work behind the scenes.  Jackie, I could not have done it
without you.  Thank you so much!

The Windsor Selects: Without the boar d of the Selects, none of this would have been possible.  The work they do
behind the scenes to allow us to coach these kids and that allows our kids to play soccer at the highest level possible.  

Last but not least, the par ents and players of this team.  They have made it easy to coach.  The support they have
shown me and the commitment of get ting the kids to pr actice, games, and team functions have been truly appreciated.
I'm sure the boys do as well.  Thank you!

Paul Sparkes - Coach


